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l \ \\  Ext.  6-92l6/flldg  828 

1.  Subject  oorrescondence  ijeceived \rom  GOTsfal  Scaweizer's  oxfice  is  submitted 
for  necessary  action,  with,  the  fbllowing  ^on  vdmch.  to  base  a reply: 


a*  Source  cannot  ^ive  exact  date  or  rime*  only  that  incident  took  place 
aometiiae  in  June  or  July,  1936*  \ 

b.  To  properly  solve  any  UPO  case,  immediate  reporting  of  the  incident  is 

necessary  for  on-the-spot  investigations.  A matter  of  a few  days'  delay  can  render 
the  investigation  worthless.  \ 

c.  Cannot  comment  on  the  "I-IirkMin"  lights  and  "CSiost"  fire  reported  seen 
in  an  Australian  marsh,  although  the  phenomena  is  typically  characteristic  of  ball- 
ahaped  gaseous  glow,  an  electrical  discharge,  of  ten  referred  to  as  3t.  Elm^s  Fire, 
and  associated  with  swamps  and^^rticuyarly  if  methane  gas  (CHl)  is  in  the  area. 

2.  Copies  of  the  report  have  been  made  for  our  files. 
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Ltr  and  i-hmuscript 


'h.  k,  CJLBERT 
Colonel,  U3AF 
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Ijoar  Sirs; 


1 •^/vi  Vfiry  t^vat  l liaven't  v*ritten  you  bnXoro  nov7,  I ' 7^1  try  to 

be  as  cionplete  1 can  •conr>idnrin[T  the  lanso  of  hcT;evcr,’  an 

the  details  r;ill  exnlain  sonethinit  of  the  delay. 


■n  erha^  s 


,L  cannot  fix  theQe::act  date  - nerhars  I could  it  dov.n  by  search  — 

1 didn't  make  a note  6i  it" because  I Telt  sure  I would  rerjeniber.  It  on. 

a Saturday  night  - that  is  Sunday  morning  of  the  month  of  either  mid-^iuns  or 
early  July,  I was  based  at  vin§  will  irarms  Station  - near  <i©^enton.  Virgin! 

- a Specialist  5rd  class  at  the  tine  - Army,  j.  had  been,  dating" a girl  in 
Roc!cville,  uiar^^land,  and  would  hitch-hike  or  take  a bus  there  every  chance 
I had  - which  was  fairly  often  as  our  free  tine  at  the  fiost  was  pretty  much 
our  own. 

One  of  my  favorite  -oastiines  has  always  been  to  take  long  v^ilks,  so  this 
particular  night  - having  arrived  with  no  money  vjhat soever  in  my  nockets  - 
my  camera  case  on  my  back  -(loaded  vdth  color  film  and  aamera  equipment  - 
my  hobble)  a little  too  late  to  visit  the  girl  - but  with  hopes  of  seeing 
her  the  next  day  - I had  hitched  a ride  vdth  a buddy  who  lived  in  Rac7cville  - 

- i did  many  things  on  a shoestring  while  I was  in  the  army  - most  of  that 
night  I Just  wandered  up  and  down  the  various  roads  in  and  around  Roclcvllle  - 
ending  up  on  the  road  leading  out  to  the  girl's  house. 

The  exact  spot  is  in  front  of  an  old  house  - now  deserted  - formerly 
utili;5ed  as  an  old- folks  home  - until  (as  I understand)  it  vte.s  condemned  — 
this  is  on  the  crest  of  a small  hill  - and  marks  a decided  dip  in  the  road  - 
1 was  standing  on  this  spot  when  I looked  down  the  hill  to  v;here  1 knetr  a 
house  to  be/  I noticed  a single  light  glowing  - too  lo,rge  to  be  from  a 
simple  bulb  - if  ily  first  impression  of  the  light  was  that  it  was  an  auproaci 
ing  automobile  - but  it  \ms  on  such  an  angle  that  1 wondered  at  this,  beca.u3<^ 
it  did  not  corre.spond  with  the  location  of  the  roads  - their  being  an  inter- 
section of  three  roads  - yone  main  road  curving  and  a nev;er  side  road)  - 
the  light  was  centered  about  \vhere  the  crossing  v;as  - and  a hill  pfas  Just 
behind  the  light  - as  i watched  it,  it  seemed  to  grow  a little  larger  - 'whicf 
made  me  wonder  if  it  night  be  a flare  - 1 iTatched  for  a dripping  at  the  base 

- thinking  it  might  b«*  an  airforce  ms,neuver  of  some  sort  - but  I none  - 

Then  the  light  rose  a little  with  a slight  swaying  motion  - and  was  soon 
followed  by  several  otlier  lights  the  same  size  and  description  - not  quite 
scsxaxg±5C jgjLA!4.A3: d : .hx  as  bright  as  a flare  woula  be  and  gloving  with  a stead;/ 
white  glow*  rtemembering  my  training  in  spotting  objects  at  night  - I tried 
loo?<ing  to  either  side  in  hones  of  seeing  anything  tna.t  mirht  be  attached  to 

the  lights  making  some  sort  of  sillhouette.  There  r/as  no  indication.  This 
doesn't  mean  much,  hov;ever,  since  the  night  r/as  clear,  but  moonless  - o,nd 
except  for  the  glow  of  occasional  street  lights,  quite  black.  It  occurred 
to  ne  to  try  for  a Ptfcture  - but  I felt  that  v/ith  the  movement  of  t.Jie  lights 
thensel’ifes  - and  tne  low  exposure  of  the  color  film  - that  it  v/ould  be  time 
better  spent  observing  the  objects  than  in  getting  out  my  paraphonalia  and 
attempting  to  set  it  up  in  the  darkness  - In  all,  as  I remember  there  were 
six  or  .seven  of  the  lights  - they  appeared  to  be  rising  immediately  next  to 
a tree  in  tjie  yard  of  the  aforementioned  house  (tv;o  story  - near  the  inter- 
section) - I wondered  whether  they  were  some  sort  of  signal  system  connected 
to  the  tree  - but  they  (assuming  they  v;ere  at  this  distance)  swayed  semerato7.y 
as  they  rose  - as  much  as  three  to  four  feed  from  side  to  side  1 soeminc^  to 
bob  around  slowly  - they  rose  in  a kind  or  order  one  above  the  other  - until 
the  highest  light  reached  a point  a little  above  the  height  of  the  tfaoe  — 

I connected  the  tree  because  the  lights  seemed  to  shov?  infront  of  what  x 
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lights  , 
almo  st 
seenlngly 
- or 


could  seo  ol*  the  tree  - it  being  lit  slightly  - to  see  a neni-nillouhette  of 
the  un^er  branches,  uonsequently  I placed  the  lights  in  the  yard  of  the  house 
itself  - I v.'as  a distance  of  anoroxlmately  200  yards  fron  the  ob,iects- 

At  this  ooint  I renelabered  reading  an  article  sone  time  oreviously  in  a 
magazine  I r)lc''ced  up  in  a latrine  somenhere  - concerning  similar  lights  that 
had  been  seen  in  Austral.ia  - unexplained  but  seen  on  various  occasions  - 
(I  am  enclosing  the  article  - as  I have  since  relocated  it). 

These  are  described  very  similarly  to  what  I san.  / 

This  was  in  195&'  - just  prior  to  ^ny  seneration.  About  two 'in  the '■no'rning, 

Trom  the  crest  of  the  aforementioned  hill  on  v;hich  i stood  I was  fa,cing  dovmhil* 
- and  could  see  the  distant  slcy  lit  by  the  lights  of  .vashington  u.O.  - 

I 

I watched  the  lights  for  about  five  to  seven  minutes  - I timed  then  - but 

have  since  forgotten  the  exact  time  ^ After,  this  pejttod  of  time  the 
\7ithout  dimming  began  to  bob  sideways  a little  more  - still  slowly  ^ 
erraticly  wk  and  began  to  settle  - still  one  above  the  other  hac)c  — 
into  the  ground  - ’ihere  was  no  sound  that  i could  detect  during  this 
n.ny  other  sensation  thaA  the  lights  themselves  - A^ter  a brief  moment,'  when 
I saw  they  were  not  going  to  reappear,*  I ran  down  the  hill  (l  hadn*t  up  until 
this  time,"*  because  by  so  dding,'*  I would  momentarily  lose  sight  of  the  lights  - 
and  thought  too^.  tliat  they  would  be  explained  if  i continued  to  watch  them  - 
•flien  I reached  the  spot  where  I had  thought  them  to  be,*  I looTced  about  - there 
was  seemingly  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  - I tried  to  detect  any  unusua.l  odor 
• as  of  something  haring  been  burned  - but  nothing  of  this  sort  nresented  itself. 

I Knew  from  earlier  observation  that  the  neonle  in  the  house  had  been  there  and 
long  since  gone  to  bed.  There  ksii  was  no  sign  of  life  - and  I couldn't  see 
wsdcin.g  them  un  to  asic  if  they  had  seen  any  lights  in  their  front  yard  - I can 
see  ti7’'ing  to  e.xnlain  this  to  a de sic- sergeant . i wa.ijced  bade  into  tovm  - thinlc- 
ing  of  calling  you  T)eonle  - Upon  arriving  there  I found  the  only  thing  open  v?».s 
iittle  coffee- shop  - and  the  nrowrieter  seemed  thouroughly  convinced  that  i 
was  a real  no-goodiii’c  - so  I couldn't  coo  as':ing  him  for  a clime  for  the  nhone- 
call  - Also,  I thougnt  cliat  It  ms  nrobably  something  that  could  be  ercnlaindd 
a;Tay  - and  I v/as  getting  excited  over  nothing  - po  j.  let  it  .go  - i discussed 
it  -.7ith  various  and  sundry  friends  and  aciuaiiitancea  - and  fina.lly  felt  that  it 
was  nrobably  of  little  or  no  importance,  as  x recall,  there  v;a,s  a.t  that  tire 
luite  a stir  going  on  concerning  sightings  from  our  ba.se  and  other  outlying 
army  mosts  of  strange  high»  flying  green  and  red  lights  - t^iat  xieon  investiga- 
tion proceeded  to  disappear  - 1 vjonaered  after-vd  of  the  time  connection  - ' 
but  dismio.sed  it  from  my  mind. 

ihe  lignts  l saw  were  ?.boi:t  two  foot  across  - ,1r.dginr-;  by  the  .assumed  stance  - 
and  .glov'ed  with  a soft  - almost  diffused  light  - white  in  color  - and  ro  incl  - 
with  definite  diffusion  around  the  edges  - not  sharp  li’ce  an  electric  tglobe 
would  bo  - v^rj’  definitley  round  - elrnost  as  thougli^  thej^  viere  rice-'oa-'ter 
disks  illuminated  from  behind  - 

Ifou  can  check  fxny  referenced  on  me  you  choose  - i have  a comnlete  Toosecret 
clearance  filed  v;ith  the  irBl  - and  a good  army  record  - l am  not  given  to 
senn'*tionalism,  ner  se  - But  this  has  been  on  my  concienee  for  some  time  - .?,nd 
I felt  that,  at  least,*  I should  tell  you  about  it,  on  the  chance  that  you  get  ' 
another  .similar  report,  you  can  lend  it  a little  more  credence  than  you  -orobablv 
otherv/ise  would. 

iPrgive  me  for  the  delay  in  notifying  you  - There  was  at  that  time  .so  much 
cracknot  nublicity  and  general  pooh-poohing  of  the  ■•flying  saucer"  business  - 
that  I felt  that  I would  be  just  taking  up  you  time  - a.qw  i*m  not  so  sure  - 


Sincerely  yours 


(Here*  is  a cot>y  of  th*  article  X Tnentioned  in  to  tlin  lif;hcn  - another 

reason  v;hy  i 'didnit  \ ediatcly  notify  you  - or  ( .a  the  li'rhtr:  neri  - 

I am  not  in  the  habit  of  readin-^  these  naga^ines  - but  ha-r^ened  to  have  "bent 


this  one; 

from  ]?AT!5  •nagazine  ^Ai'iU)  August  1955  ^ True  stories  of  the  strange  and  the 
unbnov.n  l (don't  laugh))  ) 

:,:^sT.^3ious  LiGufy  Xj  a 3 u--,,  t , o 

- of  Australia 


;*» 

/ 


fhose  of  you  who  haTe  not  Ti sited  Australia  nay  never  have  heard  of  its 
*tsSjaiii\n. a nhenonenon  faniliar  to  nearly  all  iiustralians.  visible 
only  at  night,  the  ‘'lain-i^in  Light"  is  a hugh  globe  of  brilliant  light  v/hich 
soars  UT)  from  the  v;o  >ded  horizon,  travels  ran  idly  over  the  tree  tons  for  none 
distance  and  then  hovers,  stationary  for  none  tine,  giving  the  obsenrer  the 
eerie  innressibn  that  it  is  watching  hin. 

liO  one  has  ever  gotten  close  to  the  , “liin-Lin  Lignt",  as  the  closer  one 
apnroachhs  the  further  it  recedes*  ‘ A nan  hho  has  scent  nearly  18  years  in 
western  Australia  states  that  nearly  every  one  in  that  section  has  seen  this 
strange  aerial  light  at  one  tine  or  another  and  no  one  can  eonlain  it  satis- 
factorily* Anparently  there  is  no  legend  associated  with  the  ’'riiln-Lin  Light",' 
and  various  queries  have  failed  to  explain  how  it  received  its  nane  or  what 
the  words  '*Min-win"  signify* 

One  night  a stoc!anan,  riding  his  horse,  snied  the  eerie  luminosity  and  chasei 
it.  In  his  exciteoent  he  ran  his  horse  into  *a  fence,  was  thrown  vidlently 
to  the  ground  and  died  of  his  injuries* 

ulenville  Pi?ce,  of  ^^areeba,*  Lorth  'Queensland,  Australia,  w±ttes  that  he 
saw  a similar  light,  one  nighe,  iin  the  narshy  country  about  40  nlles  from  8t. 
Lawrence,  on  the  central  C‘'ast  of  .Queensland.  Jisflrnfe  He  first  thov.ght  it 
someone  -.-aving  a lantern*  ihen  he  s-'t;  it  soar  into  the  air  and  dance  about 
for  some  “"Inutes,  finally  hovering  in  ^'h'*  air  s:>mc  50  yrords  fro"*  him,  ^abing 


c our a so 


strode 


10 


r' :n G s to v:a r d 


it  3,nd  succeeded  in  getting 

to  within  20  yards  of  it*  fo  him  it  loobed  libe"some  huge  glowing  ba.ll^  hover- 
ing seven  or  eight  feet  abo're  the  ground."  b"iddenly  it  soared  to  one  side  anc 

began  a retreating,  dancing  notion  over  the  boggy  ground*  lie  found  that  the 
light  vra,s  leading  him  into  dengerdusly  marshy  ground  and  he  stonned*  fhe  light 
also  stow'^ed,  "hesitated'*  awhile  a,nd  glided  a little  nearer  to  him  as  though 
tempting  him  to  follow*  Hr  ?ibe  previously  had  been  told  by  a comwanion  that 
a deep  chasn  lay  just  on  the  other  side  of  the  marsh  and  he  tooK  no  chance  of 
falling  into  it*  As  he  st^^rted  bacb  to  his  camp  the  ligh^,'  as  thought  realiz- 
ing it  had  lost,'  s-rewt  over  the  cha-'n  and  fell  from  his  sight. 

when  he  returned  to  camp  his  comwanion  told  him  that,  according  to  the  local 
legend,  a nan  had  been  murdered  mo.ny  years  previously  by  being  nushed  into  that 
chasm  and  that  his  swirit  nersistently  tries  to  lure  newcomers  to  the  name 

unluchjr  fate* 

iir*  Pibe  states  that  a similar  light  is  often  observed  near  the  remains  of  • 
an  old  inn  beside  the  nearly  deserbed  i/inton-jdoulia  road  on  the  treeless  wlains 
of  V/est  Queensland*  It  is  said  that  this  inn  v/as  the  rendezvous  of  rlrunlc'^rds  a 
and  thieves  and  several  nearby  graves  attest  to  the  unfortunate  wotenc;/  of 
the  home-brewed  liquor  sold  there,  aeveral  years  ago  a young  stoc^cnan  observed 
a strange  ball  of  light  one  night  as  he  rode  his  horse  wast  the  wlace  on  his 
way  home.  He  rfeined  un  and  ;7atched  it  for  gome  tine,  He  noticed  that  the 
light  advanced  and  rot  re!”  ted  but  always  returned  to  anuroxlmat  ely  the  sane  lo- 
cation, finally  it  came  to\mrd  him.  Losing  his  ner'.'-e,  the  stoc?-cman  dug  his 
heels  into  his  horse  and  galloned  frantically  all  the  way  to  uoulia  v;here  he 
reported  it  to  a ncewtical  -oolice-trooper,  ijut  not  long  thereafter  several 
others  sa?/  the  sane  curious  light,  une  was  driving  mast  in  his  car,  savr  the 

light  along  the  road  and  gave  chase,  at  40  miles  an  h'lir.  a 
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.V’'‘'!'>arontly  these  nysterj'-  lights  strike  terror  into  tho  hearts  of  animal 
:orses  steadfastly  refuse  to  enter  the  ga1jev7ay  over  v:hich  a strange  light 
n a farm  in  north- v;e stern  Ciueensland.  The  tenant  is  no  accustomed  to  see 
his  light*  bobbing  and  hovering  over  the  slip  rails  of  the  horse  naddocT: 
early  1 '0  yards  fr  his  hone,  that  he  scarcely  takes  notice  of  it. 

The  lonely  region  at  the  head  of  the  kurrumbidgee  Hiver,  in  nevt  South 
s noted  for  the  remarkable  ‘•^uinn*s  jjight,"  seen  for  years  at  regular  Int 
y a?;e- struck  witnesses.  This  light  is  singular  in  form,  being  like  bri 
y glo'jing,'  innense  eagle  '.vith  v’ings  fully  spread.  Some  desciribe  the  iigh 
a most  noiverful  glow."  It  vra.s  first  observed  floating  about  three  feet  o 
round  among  the  trunlis  of  the  lofty  gun-trees  on  the  gra^^ing  nronerty  of 
uccessful  farmer  named  John  '^uinn.  yone  persons  have  shot  at  it  but  "dth 
he  least  effect.  Others  have  tried  to  approach  it  but,  as  though  dlrecte 
n obseavring  intelligence,  it  ai’.vays  eludes  them.  One  night  a newcomer  to 
i strict  vas  amazed  to  see  this  glowing,  bird- like  shame  hovering  over  the 
omegtead  he  had  ,1ust  bought.  He  declared  to  the  local  noliceman  that  it 
n iaid-air  for  fully  10  minutes,  emitting  a light  so  brilliant  that  *'  it  r 

he  nlace  as  bright  as  day”.  He  vns  so  f right enedisdt  by  this  exnerien 

e ‘'reckoned  it  '.ms  time  he  packed  up." 

Pol  ice- trooper  v/.O.AMoble  wrote  an  account  of  the  "n-host  Id  re"  occasion 
bs'^rved  in  this  sane  district.  As  he  was  riding  his  horse  along  the  lone 
to  ok- rout  e,  miles  e.rm.y  from  the  nearest  farm  just  an  hox;r  before  day-brea 
otioed  a glow  in  the  roods  alongside  the  roaa*  n©  urged  his  horse  over  a 
ot  close  enough  to  soe  that  the  light  actually  was  a fire  "emitting  a kin 
^nhurous,  incandescent  glow"  and  that  it  v/as  shooting  glames  up  against 
ide  of  B.  fallen  ^ree.i  His  horse  refused  to  aporoe.ch  the  v/eird  light  and 
ad  plunged  in  terror,  jrinally  the  horse  stood  stock-still  trembling  noti 
ne  trooper  circled  the  area  and  saw  no  sigh  Df  human  life.  Then  the  ligh 
onished.  i^oble  dismounted  and  felt  the  side  of  the  fallen  tree.  It  was 
barred  nor  in  the  least  warn,  ihere  was  no  sigh  of  ashes  or  burned  wood 
round.  He  said  that  he  had  often  heard  reports  of  the  "ahost  >’ire"  but  u 
oat  time  had  mlace  no  credence  in  the  stories. 

Srplanations  of  these  strange  lights  vary,  oome  declare  that  they  are 
c7ill-o ‘-the-wisps.  ethers  say  that  they  are  masses  of  fire-fllos.  yone 
that  they  .nave  noticed  the^^^glor  of  escaping  or  metroI,.iri  oomection  \-i 
Lghts.  hit  why,  a.iT.’^.y.'^,  do  the  lights  elude  their  PTircuers*:' 


he  article  - I don^t  Icno^; 

b'Ut  included  this  foi*  do 
s article  vdien  I witnesse 
in  any  event  itfe  all  your 


